7000 LITERATI INn one book!

LITERATI (noun, men of letters; the learned class as a whole) is just one of 500 entries
in the new edition of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary to be illustrated by a quotation
from an author writing in the last ten years. Helen Fielding's creation, Bridget Jones,
demonstrates the use of the word with this phrase - 'Am invited to a glittering
LITERATI launch of Kafka's Motorbike next week at the Ivy'.

178 new authors are quoted in the 5th edition of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, the most
comprehensive dictionary of today's English and its history from 1000 AD to 2002. For the
first time JK Rowling, Tom Clancy, Helen Fielding, Nick Hornby, Jonathan Coe,
Roddy Doyle, Joanne Harris, lan Rankin, Kathy Reichs, Kathy Lette, Irvine Welsh,
and even Jarvis Cocker and Quentin Tarantino appear in the same book! They join
around 7000 authors already quoted in the dictionary.

Some classic Bridget Jones examples from Helen Fielding's books also illustrate the words
OBSESS, REPEAT, and of course SINGLETON: 'head is full of moony fantasies about being
trendy Smug Married instead of sheepish Singleton." Although Helen Fielding is new to the
dictionary, the use of the word in this way is actually over a hundred years old.

Rob Scriven, Editorial Director for English Dictionaries, said 'the Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary offers a unique literary record. Quotations from more than 7000 authors from
Chaucer and Milton to the present day are used to show typical or notable examples of a
word's usage, and to bring entries to life. We use quotations from novels, plays, newspapers
and magazines, and the Bible: Shakespeare is the most frequently quoted writer, and

The Times is the newspaper cited most often. For this edition more than 500 quotations from
178 authors writing in the past ten years were added.’



From Kathy Lette we have 'One got BUSTED for heroin and got both her children taken off
her' and 'He's a solicitor who RATTED on his client! He could be struck off for that, you
know!" JK Rowling's creation, Harry Potter, has also made it into the dictionary illustrating
the word STUMP - 'Powdered root of infusion of what to an infusion of what? Harry glanced at Ron,
who looked as STUMPED as he was.' Charles Higson helps us to understand the use of the
word BLAG, 'he had millions stashed away after some blag’'. Meera Syal gives us examples of
FUSION (the style of music), MANKY, MANOR, TOTTY, WITTER, AND YOOF, 'the voice of
Brit-Asian YOOF.'

Nick Hornby is quoted several times in the new edition of the dictionary. His quotations
illustrate the entries for BOG-STANDARD, BUNK, CAROUSE, DIDDUMS, DOH - 'DOH," said
Marcus scornfully. 'Why would | want to go there?, FEISTY, FORMATIVE, ICONIC, KISMET,
PAINLESS, ROPY, SQUIRM - 'l began to squirm when watching England games on TV,
SWANKY, TEARY, and ZAP.

lan Rankin and Irvine Welsh are also quoted in the dictionary under several entries
including some Scottish terms. lan Rankin illustrates the words BUTTY, EDGY,
LEASTWAYS, NEG, PECH, 'by the time he reached the second floor, he was peching’ [ie
puffing and panting], PORCINE, RUBICUND, and WHEEN, 'those are two questions; I've got a
wheen more'. Irvine Welsh explains GAFF, GLAIKIT, *his glaikit, open-moothed expression
inspired ma instant contempt’, NEIGHBOURLY, and STONEWALL.

The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary is the most comprehensive
dictionary of today's English and its history from 1000 AD to 2002.

See below for a full list of the new authors quoted in the book
For more information or to arrange an interview about the new edition of the

Shorter Oxford English Dictionary please contact Claire Turner on 01865
267911 or email turnerc@oup.co.uk

The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary -- £95 - 2 volumes -- 3792 pages
-- 3500 new words -- 500 new quotations -- 26 September 2002
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